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ESSGEWOHNHEITEN

By the end of this week,  learners wil l  be able to:
Order food and drinks at a kiosk or Imbiss
Talk about daily l ife in a company
Express and report opinions
Talk about shopping and eating habits
Compare options and make choices
Use dass /  wenn correctly in conversations
Form nouns using Verb + -ung

CULTURAL TIP

WEEKLY TASK

LEARNING GOALS/ LERNZIELE

Mini-Projekt:
Learners:

1. Choose a kiosk or Imbiss
2. Describe:

What they buy
How they pay
Their opinion (dass …)
A situation (wenn …)

3. Submit:
Voice note (1–2 min) or
10–12 written sentences

Imbiss-Kultur in Deutschland

Imbisse are fast ,  practical ,  and popular
Lunch is  usually short and efficient
Paying separately is  normal
Card payment is  common, but cash sti l l  matters



DASS
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Dass (that) is a subordinating conjunction in German used to connect a main clause to a
subordinate clause, often expressing thoughts, feelings, or facts. It acts like "that" in
English (e.g., "I know that..."). Crucially, dass sends the conjugated verb to the very end of
its clause. 

Key Features:

Verb at the End: In a dass-clause, the verb is always at the end.
Example: Ich glaube, dass er Deutsch lernt.

Comma Usage: A comma must always precede dass.
Usage: It is used after verbs of saying/thinking/feeling (sagen, denken, glauben,
hoffen, wissen).

Word Order:
Main Clause + , + dass + Subject + ... + Verb.
Example: Er sagt, dass er müde ist. (He says that he is tired.)

Dass vs. Das:
Dass (conjunction) = that.
Das (article/pronoun) = the/that/which. 

Examples:
Ich weiß, dass du Recht hast. (I know that you are right.)
Es ist wichtig, dass wir üben. (It is important that we practice.)

Common Phrases That Trigger Dass
You will typically use dass after verbs that describe mental states, communication, or
feelings: 

Opinions: Ich finde, dass... (I find that...) or Ich glaube, dass... (I believe that...).
Knowledge: Ich weiß, dass... (I know that...).
Reporting: Er sagt, dass... (He says that...).
Feelings: Es ist schade, dass... (It's a pity that...). 

Dass vs. Das
Do not confuse the conjunction dass with the article/pronoun das: 

Das (one 's'): An article for "the" (das Auto) or a pronoun for "that/this".
Dass (two 's'): A connector that links two clauses and moves the verb to the end. 

Pro Tip: If you can replace the word with "welches" (which) or "dieses" (this), use das. If
you cannot, use dass.



WENN
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In German, the word wenn is a subordinating conjunction that primarily means "if" or
"when." Like dass, it creates a subordinate clause (Nebensatz) with specific grammar
rules. 

Dual Meaning: "If" and "When" 

In English, you distinguish between "if" (possibility) and "when" (certainty). In German,
wenn covers both: 

As "If" (Condition): Wenn es regnet, bleibe ich zu Hause. (If it rains, I stay at home).
As "When" (Time/Habit): Wenn ich Zeit habe, lese ich gern. (When/Whenever I have
time, I like to read). 

Sentence Structure Rules 

Just like dass, wenn pushes the conjugated verb to the very end of its clause. 
Normal: Ich habe Zeit. (I have time.)
With wenn: Ich komme vorbei, wenn ich Zeit habe. (I'll come by if I have time.) 

The "Verb-Comma-Verb" Rule 

At the A2 level, you often start sentences with the wenn-clause. When you do this, the
main clause must start with its verb, creating a verb-comma-verb pattern: 

Example: Wenn es warm ist, gehen wir schwimmen.
ist = verb at the end of the wenn-clause.
gehen = verb at the start of the main clause. 

Wenn vs. Als vs. Wann 

This is the most common pitfall for A2 learners: 
Wann: Use only for questions (e.g., Wann kommst du?).
Als: Use for a single event in the past (e.g., When I was a child... Als ich ein Kind war...).
Wenn: Use for everything else: the present, the future, and repeated events in the
past (Whenever...)



OB
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When to Use Ob

Use ob when you are describing a choice between two possibilities (usually "yes" or "no"). 
The "Whether" Hack: If you can replace "if" with "whether" in your English sentence,
you must use ob in German.
The "Or Not" Hack: If you can add "or not" to the end of the sentence and it still
makes sense, use ob. 

Sentence Structure

Like dass and wenn, ob is a subordinating conjunction. This means the conjugated verb
must move to the very end of the clause. 

Direct Question: Kommt er heute? (Is he coming today?)
Indirect Question with ob: Ich weiß nicht, ob er heute kommt. (I don't know if/whether
he is coming today.) 

Common Verbs that Trigger Ob

You will almost always see ob following verbs that express a lack of knowledge or a
question: 

Ich weiß nicht... (I don't know...)
Ich frage mich... (I wonder...)
Können Sie mir sagen... (Can you tell me...)
Ich bin nicht sicher... (I am not sure...) 

Ob vs. Wenn (The Most Important Difference)

Learners often confuse these because both can mean "if."
Wenn (Condition): "If" it rains, I'll stay home. (Wenn es regnet...)
Ob (Question): I don't know "if" (whether) it is raining. (Ich weiß nicht, ob es regnet.)
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WANN, WENN, ALS, OB

Wann kommst du?
(When are you
coming?)

ENGLISH GERMAN WENN TO USE IT EXAMPLE

Wenn es regnet, bleibe
ich zu Hause. (If it
rains, I stay home.)

Als ich ein Kind war, war
ich klein. (When I was a
child, I was small.)

Ich weiß nicht, ob er
kommt. (I don’t
know if/whether he
is coming.)

Direct/Indirect Questions. Used
to ask about a specific clock
time or date.

Present/Future or
Conditions.Use for things that
happen multiple times or
depend on a condition.

Single Past Event. Use for a specific
one-time event or a "block of time"
in the past (like childhood)

Yes/No Indirect Questions.Use
when there are only two
possibilities (yes or no) and you
are unsure.

Wann?

Wenn

Als

Ob

At what time?

If / When

When

Whether/ If

KEY DIFFERENCES TO REMEMBER:

The " Whether " Test for Ob :  I f  you can replace "if "  with " whether "
in your English sentence,  you must use ob in German.
The "One-Time" Rule for Als :  Als  is  only for the past .  If  you say
" When I  am older " (future),  you must use wenn.
Word Order:  While wann  is  a question word,  the others are
subordinating conjunctions.  All  of  them (except in a direct
question l ike "Wann kommst du?")  wil l  push the verb to the very
end of the clause.  



In German, the suffix -ung is  l ike a magic wand that turns verbs (actions)
into nouns (things).  It  is  very similar to adding "- ing" or "-t ion" in English
(e.g. ,  " to educate" "education").

1 .  The Transformation Rule 
To make an -ung noun, you usually take the verb stem (the verb without the
-en) and add -ung.  

bilden (to form) →  die Bildung (education/formation)
wohnen (to l ive/dwell)  →  die Wohnung (apartment)
einladen (to invite)  →  die Einladung ( invitation) 

The Golden Rule:  Always "Die" 
This is  the best part for learners:  Every single noun ending in -ung is
feminine.  

You never have to guess the article;  it  is  always die.
The plural  is  always -ungen (e.g. ,  die Wohnungen).  

What does it  actually mean? 

Nouns ending in -ung usually describe:  
The result  of an action:  Die Zeichnung (the drawing—the result  of
sketching).
An abstract concept or process:  Die Übung (the exercise/the process of
practicing).  

4.  Common A2 Examples 
You l ikely already use these without realizing they come from verbs:

WORTBILDUNG +UNG
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Die Meinung sagen oder wiedergeben
Ich f inde,  dass …
Meiner Meinung nach …
Er /  Sie sagt ,  dass …
Wir denken, dass …

Am Kiosk bestellen und bezahlen
Ich hätte gern …
Was kostet das?
Zusammen oder getrennt?
Bar oder mit Karte?
Das macht … Euro.

Über Einkaufsgewohnheiten sprechen
Ich kaufe oft /  selten …
Normalerweise gehe ich …
Wenn ich wenig Zeit  habe,  …

Meinung sagen & vergleichen
besser als /  genauso gut wie
bil l iger /  teurer
Ich f inde … besser,  weil  …

KOMMUNIKATION
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Wo kaufen Sie 
am liebsten ein?

auf Flohmärkten?im Internet?

andere Orte? in Geschäften?
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